St. Margaret Mary Speech Team

Events and Rules
Extemporaneous Speaking  - Speaker randomly draws three topics and selects a single topic on which they will write a speech.  These topics are found in current (last two months) issues of several publications.  Recommended sources include:  The Economist, NYTimes, The Washington Post, The Wall Street Journal, The Christian Science Monitor, Time and Newsweek, and Gallop Polls (to cite as a final note).  Student is given 30 minutes to prepare speech.  The delivery time limit is 5 minutes.  One note card may be used.  You may keep your own files (SMM makes one) or borrow those of host team.

Original Oratory - Persuasive or Informational - A speech of 8 minutes maximum, prepared by the student on any topic, designed to persuade or inspire.  No charts or visual aides allowed.   Script allowed.
Impromptu - Speaker draws a humorous topic and is given four minutes preparation time.  The delivery time limit is 4 minutes and only one note card may be used.

Declamation – Student’s interpretation of a famous speech.  Traditionally famous speeches, such as Martin Luther King’s “I Have A Dream”, have been used but not limited to only “famous” speeches.  8 minutes maximum.  Script optional.

Dramatic Interpretation - A selection of 8 minutes maximum.   The subject matter should be serious or enlightening.  The speaker remains stationary and emphasis is given to facial expression and vocal differential.  Self-written introduction should heighten the audience’s understanding of the piece and include the selection title and author.  Script allowed.
Humorous Interpretation - Humorous content.  Same rules as dramatic, except the subject matter should be funny.  Script allowed.
Poetry/Prose - One or more poems of the same theme or author.  8 minutes maximum.  Script mandatory.
Duet Acting  - A selection from a play that is humorous or serious acted out by two people.  Two chairs and a table are provided as props.  Movement and blocking is allowed.  10 minutes maximum.  Must be memorized.
***Rules and judging standards may vary slightly from tournament to tournament.***

