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Teacher Has Strong SMM Ties

In the Loop...Do you
have an interesting
update on
an SMM alum...

Or other news or memories to
share? We welcome your additions
to the newsletter. Please send to
alumni@smmomaha.org.
We are accepting memorials,
honors & donations. Please send
to: St. Margaret Mary School
6116 Dodge Street
Omaha, NE 68132

School Wish List
There are so many ways you can help SMM.
Currently we need to replace the carpet and
paint all classrooms.
If you would like to help with these items please send
a contribution to: SMM, Attn: Peggy Grennan/Wish List
123 N. 61st St, Omaha, NE 68132.
Your support and any donation is greatly appreciated!

Married Alumni

Following are SMM alumni love connections!
Kevin and Catherine Aron Grace (98)
Jim & Katie Williams Huerter (03)
Pat Knowles & Joanie Wachter (73)
Neil Bresnahan (02) & Cecilia Daly (04)
Mike Harris & Monica Meehan (77)
Mark Ramsey & Eileen Harvey (74)
Tony Constantino & Dana Aschenbrener (85)
Jim Hinrichs (97) & Courtney Stormberg (98)
Sean Quinn (77) & Angie Anderson (83)
Quinn Peterson (87) & Natalie O’Connell (89)
Dan Egan (79) & Jill Higgins (80)
Pat Duffy (86) & Melissa Johnson Duffy (87)
If you know of more SMM lovebirds, let us know!
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Upcoming Reunions

Following are the classes that have upcoming milestone
reunions in 2018: 2008– 10 yr.; 1998 – 20 yr.; 1988 – 30 yr.;
1978 – 40 yr.; 1968 – 50 yr.; 1958 – 60 yr.
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If you would be interested in planning
a reunion for your class
please email: alumni@smmomaha.org.

In Memoriam
It is with great sadness we remember these alumni
who have recently passed. Please remember them
& their families in your prayers.
Gary Byrne - Class of 1954
Jim Conway - Class of 1964

Coming full circle has more meaning to St. Margaret Mary
Junior High teacher Jim Rouse (58) than to most. Jim is
the third of four Rouse family generations to attend St.
Margaret Mary School. “Both my maternal and paternal
grandparents, my parents, their siblings and my siblings
attended school at
SMM,” said Rouse.
“It was our parish
school, so there was
never any question
I would attend.”
Rouse succeeded at
SMM and went on
to earn a scholarship
to Creighton Prep.
After graduating in
1962 from Prep, he
entered the Jesuit
Rouse (bottom right) & family.
Seminary at St. Bonifacius, MN. “I had a very high regard for my teachers at
Prep,” said Rouse who returned to Creighton University
where he earned his Masters Degree in Education. After
teaching for a few years, he gained his Specialist Degree
at the University of Nebraska. “Along the way, Nancy
Martin, the greatest girl in the world, beautiful in every
way and amazingly artistic, gave me permission to be her
husband,” said Rouse. They have been blessed with 3 kids
and 10 grandkids.
Rouse’s teaching journey started at Creighton Prep where
he taught English and was later Principal. “Prep provided
my first teaching experience as I continued toward my
masters degree at Creighton. Then reality set in as our
young family came along and I realized we would need
to boost financial resources, so I advanced my studies to
become an educational administrator,” said Rouse. His
career in education led him to become Principal at Mercy,
Creighton Prep, St.. Pius X - Lincoln, Superintendent of
Mankato Area Catholic Schools, Heelan Catholic High
School, New Prague Area Schools and St. Albert Catholic
Schools in Iowa and Minnesota.
Rouse looked to return to SMM and the Omaha area. He
did so when the junior high English program opportunity
became available. “I could make the transition back to my
preferred classroom setting again,” added Rouse. During a
recent tour of the school, a new family met Rouse. “When
asked about his return, he said, “St. Margaret Mary is one
of the most beautiful and inspiring Catholic campuses in
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the Omaha area. It represents a strong tradition of
inspiring pastoral, educational, neighborhood and family
leadership going back nearly 100 years. Any SMM graduate would be gifting a lifetime legacy to his/her children
by helping to educate them at St. Margaret Mary Catholic
School.” Peggy Grennan, Principal said “Mr Rouse is a
dedicated teacher who has energy, enthusiasm and great
knowledge. He is helping prepare our junior high students
for high school. He’s making sure everything they do is
online and submitted online for all his classes. Jim highly
values the role of the parent in a child’s education with
weekly notes home and lesson plans.”

Alumni Help Bridge Restoration

Three years ago, Alumnus Nick Manhart (83) was walking
his kids from school across the Dodge Street overpass and
noticed it was in desperate need of repair. “I reached out
to Dundee Memorial Park Association President, Adam
Langdon and asked him if he would contact the city about
repairing the bridge. My cousin Peter Manhart (85) had
also walked the bridge daily to SMM, and also felt it needed to be preserved for our kids and so many others in the
neighborhood. “We contacted another SMM Alumni, Erin
Grace (87) and she wrote an article for the Omaha WorldHerald.” City Councilman Pete Festersen joined their efforts and created “Friends of the Bridge,” a public/private
partnership that would raise $150,000 to match the City of
Omaha’s $150,000 for renovation. Emily Cunningham
Kozlik (66) was
one of many
who helped with
fundraising. “A
new bridge today
would cost over
$2 million,” said
Peter Manhart,
“so we knew we
needed to preserve
what we have.”
Work began on
the bridge after the 2017 Bank of the West Memorial Park
concert and finished in time for the September 21, 2017
rededication. The bridge was originally finished in April
1968 and won the AISC (American Institute of Steel Construction) Award “most beautiful bridge” for 1969. Thank
you to the Durham Museum and Andy Manhart (82) for
uncovering original pictures. “Dozens of kids each day use
the bridge along with Dundee and UNO folks, it’s just as
essential today as it was 50 years ago,” said Nick.
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Class of 1987 Reunion

These former Spartans got their green on during Labor
Day Weekend. They kicked off a two-day reunion with
a Peggy Grennan-led school tour on Sept. 2. (Consensus:
cafeteria smells the SAME, lotta green tile in that building,
unmatched architectural craftsmanship). Then came Mass,
where we saw Miss Johns. Then a party at the Dundee
Dell. Props go to classmates who traveled from afar: Amy
(San Francisco bay area); Kalen (Chicago-area); Colleen
(Kansas Cityish); various (west Omaha). Cara, a middleschool teacher, and Jean, a former teacher, threw their
talents into organizing with table centerpieces made of old
uniform skirts and a BINGO game that required intimate
knowledge of school trivia, like: What was “sagitrag”? The
next day, Dan hosted a pool party for families, and that
drew 22 children - including 4 current SMM students.
The reunion proved several things. First, you can go back
home again. Second, the relationships you make as children are important and lasting.Third, the 10-man pyramid
is an honored tradition, which doesn’t necessarily need to
be replicated on 44-year-old knees.

The hosts for our 40th Year 8th grade Reunion were
Cecilia (Klosner) Wortmann, Johnna (Marcil) Eck, Ann
(Coyle)White and, Richard Begley. It was held on September 2nd. They had a handful go through the tour of
the school with the class of 1987. This year, they decided
to have it at the Wortmann’s lake. It was a perfect day for
boat rides and enjoying the lake!
This year, their focus was to locate as many people as they
could! They tried to find anyone that had ever been in their
class at any given time (Not just the actual graduates).
There were about 93 people that they could remember
from first communion pictures and other pictures.
They used social media for playing detective and communicating, and of course promoting the reunion.
They had a fabulous turnout! Of the 93, they found approximately 80 people! (Only 63 classmates were in the
graduating class) 32 classmates and 8 spouses/guests attend this year! Nine classmates came in from out of town.
It was great fun for all!

As September turns to October and our
School year is well underway, I want to
thank each and every one of you who
has helped, supported, and prayed for St.
Margaret Mary School over this past year.
Whether it was a donation of money, services, product, a
bequest, or you volunteered your time, you have made a
difference.
Through your efforts St. Margaret Mary School exists
today so that our children might recognize Jesus Christ, be
lifted up by him to the hope of heaven, and be equipped to
know and live the truth that God created us to know, love
and serve him in this world, so to be happy in his presence
forever, starting now, and for all eternity. It is the work of
the whole School body, alumni, parish, parents, teachers,
friends and supporters that holds together our vision of
Catholic faith formation and academic excellence.

Sincerely,

The class of ‘92 reported they had a great time at the reunion on Sat Aug. 12! There were 18 out of 40 alumni present and one 6th grade teacher, Mrs. Jean Seibel (formerly
Mrs. Sears). With guests, the total was about 30 people.
They started with a school tour with Mrs. Grennan, 5 pm
Mass, then reconvened at the Dundee Dell for the evening.

Congratulations to 2017 National Merit Finalists
Matthew Coffey, Luke Bausch and
Grant Erickson. They currently attend Creighton
Prep and were all in SMM class of 2013.

Dear SMM Alumni,

I am grateful for your prayers, dedication, and
commitment to our SMM School community.

Class of 1992 Reunion

Congratulations to
Tom Sanders (66) on his Ivonne
Goldstein Award inaugural
Difference Makers for Wichita
event for promoting volunteerism and community service.

By Father Greg Baxter

As always, in closing, it is important to thank you for all
the support you have continued to provide us. Whether
through sharing your positive experiences while at our
school, or wearing some Spartan gear, you are helping us
spread the story of the uniqueness we encompass here at
St. Margaret Mary School.

Members of the class of 1987, from left: (Front row):
Cara Timmerman David, Amy Vosburg-Casey, Kalen
Monaghan Daniels, Margaret Sechser-Burcaw, Stephanie McGowen Powell; (Middle row): Emily Manhart
Holtzclaw, Jean Bernard Pedersen, Colleen Tarsney Langhorst, Seraphim Carlson Mullins, Melissa Johnson Duffy;
(Back row): Pat Reefe, Erin Grace, Dan Beninato, Bart
Brown, Bryan Neary. Andy Aschenbrenner came later but
is not pictured.

Alumni Updates

From the Pastor

Class of 1977 Reunion

From L to R: Mark Neppl, Joe McLean, Jim Codr, Jennifer
(Dunbar) Blackwood, Dan McGill, Christine (DiMasi) Tran,
Mary (Mullin) Dvorak, Tricia (Chartrand) Huguelet, Jean
Seibel, Cris Otepka, Marty Sampson, Vince Pietro, Sara
(Helget) Janke, Jamison Hiner, Megan McGuire, Margie
(Kizer) Burns, John Sears, Dan Johnson.

Class of 1997 Reunion

The class of 1997 was excited to meet for a reunion on Saturday, June 17th. They began with a tour of the school at 4
pm and memories came rushing back! Following that, they
met for food and drinks at Liv Lounge in Aksarben. Classmates said the reunion was a lot of fun and it made them
very grateful for the bonds they formed during their grade
school years together as Spartans.
Front row (left to right): Joe Pietro, Sean Cuddigan, Scott
Irvine, Dan Peters; back row (left to right): Jake Holdenried, Paul Hasenjager, Ray McGill, Allison Huerter
Tyus, Sarah Shay Gudeman, Katie Hermanek, Claire
Kenkel, Lacey Allen Ruffino, Elizabeth Greer, Liz Johnson
Worthington, Meghan Spence Hope, Mike Otepka

From the Principal

By Peggy Grennan

Dear Alumni:
Our theme for the 2017-2018 school year
is “Let the Lord Define Your Life.” Everyday I see the Lord defining my life and
the many wonderful things happening at
SMM school since last spring.
In May we closed the school year with best wishes for
SMM retirement to Alice Fleming, Sr. Margaret Buchta,
MaryBeth Adams, Marcy Wilwerding, Merce Betancur,
Tim Chapin and Roberta Williams. We are thankful for
their combined nearly 100 years of service and we wish
them blessings in their journeys!
We graduated the 2017 Class of 64 with 18 of them earning
academic scholarships to area Catholic high schools. What
a terrific group of young leaders that represent the seeds of
SMM leadership planted throughout Omaha. We welcome
their return as well as yours to our campus as alumni.
Thank you to many for the generous donations to our
Walkathon. We raised over $17,000! With these funds we
made many needed improvements to our STEAM
program. Our national award winning robotics team got a
new table to prepare for future competitions and we were
able to purchase 32 new iPads for Jr. high math classes.
Over the summer our students were busy learning as well
as reading. Our school won the Omaha Public Library W.
Clark Swanson Branch Scamper Award for reading the
most books. This is our 7th year for winning.
Before school started we welcomed nearly 40 new families
at an SMM welcome dinner hosted by Fr. Baxter and myself. We introduced them to the school and provided a few
tips to start their year. We are so blessed by the constant
interest in SMM and the many sacrifices families make for
a Catholic education.
The 2017-18 school year started off with greeting 535 students including a bubbly class of 62 adorable kindergartners. Fr. Vincent Sunguti led our opening school prayer
service for parents in the morning and rejoined students
and staff to witness the 2017 solar eclipse later that afternoon. Everyone had goggles to witness the eclipse as a
community.
Over the years, many SMM alumni have utilized the
Dodge Street overpass on their way to and from school.
Current parents and SMM alumni teamed up to complete
a much needed renovation. With 91,000 drivers passing
under the bridge each day we are thankful to the SMM
community for taking on this task!
We continue to ask for your prayers and donations that are
keeping our tradition rooted in the Lord and his mission of
defining our lives here at SMM.
God bless you and thank you,

