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Alumni Basketball Tournament

In the Loop...Do you
have an interesting
update on
an SMM alum...

Or other news or memories to
share? We welcome your additions
to the newsletter. Please send to
alumni@smmomaha.org.
We are accepting memorials,
honors & donations. Please send
to: St. Margaret Mary School
6116 Dodge Street
Omaha, NE 68132

School Wish List
There are so many ways you can help SMM.
Currently we need to replace the carpet and
paint all classrooms.

St. Margaret Mary

Spirit

The fourth SMM Alumni Tournament was in December. Twelve teams participated. The years 2006 and 2009
stranglehold on the championship finally ended. The
2016 champions are the class of 2012. They ousted the
Stormberg/Setter-led 2005 team 68-64 and handed the
Dentlinger-led 2006 team a 65-57 loss. Keating’s 2013
killers used the balanced scoring of Coates, Swanson
and Toohey to win the consolation. Coach Mailliard was
particularly gratified to witness Taylor Kratochvil scoring
a career high 18 points in 2008’s second game. The judges
have selected their first ever SMM Alumni All-Star Team.
Micah Rensch, Taylor Stormberg, Mick Mulhall, Michael
Detlinger and John Loughran. Thanks to sponsors:
Mangia Italiana and Regal Awards. Thanks also to the
organizational skills of Kieran Kelly.
Back: John Loughran,
Michael Galeski,
John Lukowski,
Luke Koesters;
Front: Brian Kelly,
Dominic Gurciullo,
Brian Magee,
Jay Huber,
Thomas Wilson

Published by St. Margaret Mary
Catholic School for our alumni.

If you would like to help with these items please send
a contribution to: SMM, Attn: Peggy Grennan/Wish List
123 N. 61st St, Omaha, NE 68132.
Your support and any donation is greatly appreciated!

Volume 1, Issue 13

Editor/Designer
Audra Neppl Cavanaugh, ‘86
Managing Editor
Don Schinzel

Champions Class of 2012

Please Remember SMM Parish & School!

Upcoming Reunions

10

Conor McDermott,
Ben Walker,
Michael Boeck,
Daniel Penrice,
Mick Mulhall,
John Boeck,
Andrew Hasebroock,
Rory Kelly,
Colin McDermott

Following are the classes that have upcoming milestone
reunions in 2017:

50

2007– 10 yr.; 1997 – 20 yr.; 1987 – 30 yr.;

40

1977 – 40 yr.; 1967 – 50 yr.; 1957 – 60 yr.
If you would be interested in planning
a reunion for your class
please email: alumni@smmomaha.org.

30

20

Oldest Team Class of 2004
Dermot Swanson,
Andre Coates,
Scott Dobberpuhl,
Sean Toohey,
Liam Keating,
Matt Stobbe,
Donovan Anderson

Email Request! If you received a

paper copy of this newsletter in the mail please send
us your email as we would like to begin sending our
newsletter electronically. Please send your email to:
dschinzel@smmomaha.org.

Consolation Champs Class of 2013
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Neary Nation at SMM
The Nearys have been parisioners since 1963. Owen Neary
and his wife Betty have served on the Parish Council,
Home and School, Guild, and other various organizations.
“We were attracted to the neighborhood and the parish,”
said wife Betty, “We knew we wanted our kids to be in
school at SMM.” Betty tells of meeting the then pastor,
Monsignor Suneg, and describes him as very talented and
shy. “He was a bit of an introvert,” commented Betty, “but
an artistic genius with all he did here.”

The Nearys, along with 4 of Owen’s 5 siblings sent their
6 kids to SMM. “Altogether, there were 31 first cousins
there.” This is what many alumni today call “The Neary
Nation.”
“We all knew we had to do our part to keep the parish and
the school thriving,” commented Neary. “We volunteered
because we felt SMM was preparing our kids very well for
high school, college and life,” he added.
Looking around the neighborhood today, many of the
homes are still the same as they were over 50 years ago.
“We had big, close-knit families in these big old houses,”
chuckled Betty. “At one point there were 57 kids under the
age of 12 in the 2-block area surrounding their home. “We
all looked out for one another and helped each other with
our families. It is still one of the most beautiful neighborhoods in town,” says Betty.
The Neary’s 6 children are grown and raising families in
tradition of service. “We know our kids made life-long
friendships as we did at SMM,” said Owen. “There is a
true spirit of community , fellowship and just brotherhood
that will always make the parish so special to us,”
concluded Betty.
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Graham Laughlin, SMM 2014, Heads to
Hartford, CT for Nationals Mock Trial

Class of 1986 Reunion

It could not have been any closer. Creighton Prep Mock
Trial Team competed against Duchesne Academy of the
Sacred Heart on Dec. 7, 2016, for the Nebraska High school
State Mock Trial Championship. The final score between
the five judges was 3-2. Prep took home its first ever state
title. Catholic schools have had much success in mock trial

competition in Nebraska. Duchesne Academy won state
the last two years, and in 2015 became the first school from
Nebraska to capture the national title. This was under the
coaching of attorney/coach Gerald Laughlin and his attorney/coach son Mark Laughlin. However when Mark’s
daughter Molly, SMM 2012, graduated from Duchesne,
Mark Laughlin began coaching Creighton Prep this year.
“The members of Prep’s mock trial team are very talented
and work very hard. They deserved to win Prep’s first
State of Nebraska mock trial championship and represent
Nebraska at the National Mock Trial Championship in
May,” said Mark Laughlin.
With multiple weekly practices, the team is meeting more
than ever to accomplish the preparation before Nationals.
CP Junior Graham Laughlin put aside soccer and other activities to prepare for Nationals in Hartford, CT, the week
of May 9, 2017. Graham attributes his skills learned with
Saint Margaret Mary School Speech Team as a great foundation to pursuing mock trial in high school. “Our team
went 0-3 last year at Creighton Prep, but we did not give
up. This year we have great team chemistry and work very
well together,” says Graham. “It is fun to just hang out
with these guys and work together, we really enjoy being
with each other.” Graham said it has helped to have his
father and grandfather, who have taken teams to nationals, aiding the CP team preparations. “They know what
it takes and have helped us put it together for Nationals.
We’ve all made many sacrifices. I am hoping we finish
undefeated. We will give it our best effort,” says Graham.
Also of interest, Terri Laughlin, Mark’s wife, has coached
the SMM school speech team for many years. We are lucky
to have such talent for our speech program!

SMM & Social Media: visit our Facebook Page
St. Margaret Mary – SMM Omaha Alumni. Also follow us on
Twitter @SMMschoolOmaha. There is also a school blog you
can find at: blog.http://stmargaretmaryparish.blogspot.com
Your contributions are welcome. Thank you for
your Support! Please send to: St. Margaret Mary
School 6116 Dodge Street, Omaha, NE 68132

By Peggy Grennan

From the Principal

From the Pastor

Dear Alumni:

Dear SMM Alumni,

On behalf of the SMM School Board,
Parent/Teacher Organization, teaching
staff, students and parents, let me thank
you for your support over the years. This
year, especially, we have been blessed with so many generous gifts of time, talent and treasure to fulfill our theme of
“Do SmALL things With Great Love.”

The class of ‘86 held their 30 year reunion in November at
the Brazen Head. Approximately 15 alumni as well as their
spouses attended. Of those in attendance six currently
have children that attend SMM! They had a wonderful
time looking over their 8th grade yearbook and sharing
memories.

Notable Alum Accomplishments
Congratulations to Liam Keating (12) on his collegiate athletic signing to Benedictine College.

Jack Slagle (14) placed second in the Nebraska portion of the national Letters about Literature contest,
where students write a letter to a living or deceased
author about how their work changed their view of the
world or how they think about themselves. His letter
will be placed in the Nebraska Library archives.
Dr. Dan Johnson, (92) is on the Nebraska
Medicine Biocontainment Team which helped treat
ebola patients.
Collette Gillespie (12), attends the University of
Notre Dame and is part of a team that won the Nasa
2017 Student Launch Altitude Award in the college
division with an altitude of 5,286 feet, 6 feet above the
1-mile goal. Notre Dame’s launch was the closest to the
goal in student launch’s 17-year history.
Anne Burnett Boatright (98), has helped transform
the way care is provided to victims of sexual and
domestic violence in the Omaha area. She is coordinator
of the Methodist Heidi Wilke Forensic Nurse Examiner
program. On Oct. 6 at the American Nurses Credentialing Center Magnet Conference, attended by more than
10,000, she received the “transformational leadership”
award as one of five national nurses of the year.
8th graders performed
Beauty & the Beast.
Teachers, Mrs. Coates
& Mr. Gawecki had
cameos as wolves!
Mrs. Coates has
coordinated the 8th
grade play for over 22
years! Do you
remember yours?

Our student population has grown to 533 students, who
participate in a number of activities. This spring we will
graduate 64 students, 18 of whom have earned academic
scholarships to area Catholic high schools. Eighth graders
have been participating in Small Faith Service groups in
preparation for Confirmation this spring. The 7th grade
performed the Stations of the Cross Tableaux for the school
and parish community. Through monthly charity drives
and outreach programs, we are serving those in need, as
Christ did.
SMM School earned the “Let’s Move Active School” award
for improving student activity and healthy menu choices.
We were one of only 3 schools in Nebraska to receive this
2-year award. We also won the Marathon Award Club
which gives incentives for our students to run at least one
marathon in PE over the course of the school year. Thanks
to generous donors, we have added an outdoor multifunctional basketball court to our beautiful 7-acre campus.
PE Teacher Sheri Cohen-Vollmer was awarded SHAPE
Nebraska Middle School PE Teacher of 2016. Mrs. Vollmer
has helped build physical activity into all grade levels’
daily activities.
Our technology department continues to keep us on the
cutting edge. We installed speakers in every classroom
connected to the Smartboards. These enhance skyping
guest speakers, going on virtual field trips and hearing
videos. We started a 4th & 5th grade CREATE JR. Robotics program and sent four teams to Nationals. Two of our
teams made it to the finals and one won the Engineering
Award. We plan to expand to Junior High next year. Our
after-school enrichment program also offers additional
technology programs.

By Father Greg Baxter

As all of our students (and faculty!) begin
to look forward to summer vacation, I
think back to this past year and all of
the accomplishments our SMM students
achieved. Our students were very busy over the last nine
months and received many accolades for their talents and
service. It has been another wonderful year of faith formation and academic excellence.
With the approaching end of the 2016-17 school year St.
Margaret Mary School will send another group of alumni
out into the world! Congratulations to the 64 young men
and women who will graduate on May 23rd and now
begin the next chapter of their life in high school. I want to
offer a special word of congratulations to the 18 members
of the Class of 2017 who received academic scholarships to
Duchesne Academy, Mount Michael, Marian, and Creighton Prep. But even as our 8th graders move on to greater
achievements, we are preparing to welcome another group
of Kindergartners this autumn to walk the hallowed halls
of St. Margaret Mary School. Welcome to the Class of 2026!
I encourage you to make the trip back to our beautiful
campus, whether it is for Mass, a sporting event, school
play, or to tour the school. The past, present, and future
of our school is unique and special to each of us in different ways. There is so much to be proud about St. Margaret
Mary School and I am excited to work on more ways that
we can serve you and other alumni even better.
As you read about all the great things going on at St. Margaret Mary School and among our alumni in this edition of
The St. Margaret Mary Spirit, you will see that the vision of
those who have gone before us is alive and well! I promise to pray for all of our friends and alumni, and ask you
to pray for the continued success of this sacred mission
entrusted to our care.
God bless you!

The 8th grade performed Beauty and the Beast for their
spring play. Their performances entertained the community and parishioners! Each performance wowed a standingroom-only crowd. We are thankful for the many talented
students and faculty that made this possible.
This year we established a Marketing Plan to increase
enrollment and market our school so we can continue our
long history of tradition and forge new traditions for future generations. We are recognized city and state-wide for
our academics. We appreciate your prayers and donations
that are keeping our tradition rooted in Christ and developing future generations of alumni.
God bless you and thank you,

Alumni By State

SMM is well-represented with alumni
across the country!

